[Vacuum-assisted closure as a treatment modality for infrainguinal vascular prosthetic graft infection: our experience and take-home message].
Infection of the prosthetic graft represents one of the biggest challenges for practising vascular surgeons. The patient is jeopardized with possible future limb loss or, in the most serious cases, even death due to this complication. The incidence in the infrainguinal area amounts to a maximum of 6% of all arterial surgical procedures. Between January 2010 and December 2011, the authors performed a total of 689 vascular surgical reconstructions, of which 311 were performed in the infrainguinal area where 7 cases (2.25%) of graft infection occurred. None of the patients died or lost a limb due to this complication. Two patients with an infected infrainguinal prosthetic graft were successfully treated with vacuum-assisted closure (VAC) system. The prosthetic vascular graft infection is the most feared complication in vascular surgery. The generally recognized principles of the traditional surgical approach are well-known and widely accepted. However, in selected cases of infrainguinal vascular prosthetic infection, both the affected limb and the patent graft may be saved and successfully treated with the use of vacuum-assisted closure.